THE    DUKE    OF    WINDSOR
Such doubts did not disturb the pleasure of the meeting
between the King of Italy and the Prince of Wales in 1916.
The friendship between the House of Windsor and the House
of Savoy scorned the doubts of the 'fifties, and it did not
anticipate the rifts of 1936. The Italians still sang "In guerra
con tutto il mondo, ma in pace con ringhilterra."
Only three years before, during the Turko-Italian War, the
King of Italy had abandoned hostilities as the Medina passed
through the Mediterranean on the way to India with King
George and Queen Mary on board. The official record of the
Medina's voyage states: "The next five days were smoothly
spent in crossing waters that were troubled in another way,
for Their Majesties were now within the zone of war between
Italy and Turkey; but it was a remarkable testimony of respect
to the British Sovereign that, although the Medina might at
any moment have been within earshot of a sea fight, both
belligerents agreed that the passage of the King should be
completely peaceful, and they made their dispositions accord-
ingly. . . . The navy . . . did no less honour to the royal
travellers. The mariners' lights along the coast . . . were all
temporarily relighted as Their Majesties passed by."
An eminent British soldier who served with the Italian forces
has described the simple life which the King of Italy shared
with his troops during the 1914-1918 war. In all this time he
never left his soldiers, except for his annual leave of two weeks.
"The King would receive his visitors in a tiny bedroom—the
visitor sitting on the only chair, the King on the end of the
camp-bed. Books were his only luxury. This simple monarch,
who collects coins with as much eagerness as King George col-
lected stamps, brought none of the paraphernalia of royalty
with him to the front. The stories of his simplicity were always
stirring smiles among the British officers who knew him. Once,
when he had to spend a night in the open, the officer accom-
panying him showed the King a small attache-case and said
that it contained all his luggage. 'I have done better than that/
said the King, producing a small parcel wrapped in an old
newspaper. He would spend the day in the trenches, unrecog-
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